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AN AEOLIC INSCRIPTION FROM AIGAI IN AEOLIS:
POST MORTEM HONOURS TO DIAPHENES, SON OF MITHRODATES"

The structure known as the Grave Monument of Diaphenes, named after the inscription dis-
cussed below, is a late Hellenistic funerary monument situated west of the ancient road run-
ning through the Necropolis northeast of Aigai and it was excavated in 2015'. The structure is
set on a circular crepidoma with at least two steps. The lowermost step was found in situ and
its diameter is 6.85 m. The andesite architectural elements of the monument’s superstructure
were found in fragments scattered over and around the structure. These blocks suggest that on
the circular crepidoma there was a structure with three concave fagades. These facades were
decorated with an architrave which contains three fascias and a frieze of bucrania connected
with garlands. Over the architrave there were dentils. Concave exedras were set in front of the
facades. In general, the edifice resembles the Small Monument? at the so-called Lion harbour at
Miletos. Findings recovered from the preserved parts of the original architectural filling of the
structure provide a terminus post quem for the building. Based on the architectural features
of the structure and the findings unearthed in the filling, the Grave Monument of Diaphenes is
dated to the end of the 2™ or the 1 century B.C.

Six cist graves and an urn were found beneath the monument. The cist graves were built
with andesite slabs. They are arranged side by side on a north-south axis passing approximately
through the center of the structure. The northernmost grave is filled with stones composing the
foundation of the crepidoma and must have been damaged before or during the construction
of the monument. The other five graves have a filling which contains Byzantine ceramics and
fragments of the architectural blocks of the edifice. These graves, as well as the monument it-
self, must have been exposed to the acts of lead and marble gathering and tomb robbing of the
Byzantine period. The urn, which was formed as a small cist grave resting against the northeast
corner of the third grave on the south, revealed the remains of a cremation brought from else-
where. The workmanship qualities of the cist graves as well as the relations of their lids and side
slabs suggest a construction in chronological order from north to south and it is possible that
the last graves were swiftly formed after a sudden incident. Three more graves with the same
features as the graves inside the edifice were found to the north of the structure. Their lids were
preserved and the graves were completely sealed. All three graves contained no more than shat-
tered skeleton remnants and potsherds, stone grits and earth which leaked through the gaps of
the lids. This situation indicates that no grave goods, or at least goods that could survive to our
day, were placed inside the graves; perhaps they were placed outside them. A Roman cremation

* H. Malay wishes to record his sincere thanks to Professors G. Petzl and L. Dubois for their advice on the
interpretation of TAavknov.

1 For an announcement of this monument and the inscription see Y. Sezgin and S. Aybek, A Group of
Portrait Statues from the Bouleuterion of Aigai: a Preliminary Report, in Ralf von den Hoff, Frangois Queyrel &
Eric Perrin-Saminadayar (eds.), Eikones. Portraits en contexte. Recherches nouvelles sur les portraits grecs du V* au I s.
av. J.-C., Archeologia Nuova Serie: 3, Osanna edizioni, 2016, 27, note 32.

2 For the Large and Small naval victory monuments at the Lion Harbour at Miletos see H. Briickner et al.,
On the lion harbour and other harbours in Miletos: recent historical, archaeological, sedimentological, and
geophysical research, Proceedings of the Danish Institute at Athens, n. 7, Aug. 2014, 64-68.
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found above these three graves was made on site and constitutes a terminus ante quem for the
graves (Fig. 1).

The inscribed andesite architectural block was a spolium placed face down in a wall situated at
a higher level, to the north of the Grave Monument of Diaphenes. The inscription is engraved on
the concave front face of the block. The dimensions of the block are: height 0.506; width 0.821;
thickness 0.13 m. Letter height varies between 0.029 and 0.031 m (Fig. 2).

0 8auog
Ma@évnv MiBpoddty
TAavknov dvdpa md-
4 oag Kalokayabiag
Kol APETaG Kal TG
€ig €avutov g0voi-
oG EVVEKAQ.

2 The edge of the left leg of the final alpha is preserved.

7 For the form &vvexka see F. Bechtel, Die griechischen Dialekte 1 (1921), 14-15; A. Thumb - A. Scherer, Handbuch
der griechischen Dialekte 11 (1959), 93-94 and W. Bliimel, Die aiolischen Dialekte (1982), 85: “Hyperaiolismus” (refer-
ence kindly supplied by Prof. W. Bliimel).

The People (honoured) Diaphenes from Glauke, son of Mithrodates, a man of all quality and virtue, also on
account of his goodwill towards itself.

The dimensions and the concave shape of the block make it obvious that it belongs to the wall of
the funerary monument described above. This attribution is also supported by the letter forms
pointing to the late Hellenistic period to which the funerary construction is archaeologically
dated (see above). Therefore the honours paid to Diaphenes?, son of Mithrodates?, should be
regarded as post mortem.

Diaphenes the honorand was probably a citizen of the Ionian city of Glauke, located at the
promontory of Mykale (Samsun or Dilek) mountain®. For the ethnic’s form Iavknov of the
present inscription, L. Dubois has kindly supplied the following commentary:

3 For the name Diaphenes cf,, e.g., P. Frisch, Ivilion (LK. 3), no. 40.1-2: "Ene1dn Atagpévng IMoAAéwg Tnuvitng, etc.
(on the identity of this Diaphenes see SEG 39, 1322). The name Diaphenes also appears on two of the six honorific
statue bases unearthed during the excavations at the bouleuterion of Aigai. All the six bases are supposed to
have been placed on another long base in a niche on the north side of the bouleuterion. Onomastic data make it
clear that all the honorands belong to one of the leading families of the city while the honorand Diaphenes, son
of Antiphanes (Atagpévng "Avti[@]dveog) was the nephew of another Diaphenes, son of Apollonidas (Atagpévng
"AtoAwvida): see Y. Sezgin and S. Aybek, op. cit. supra note 1, 26-27 with a provisional stemma of the family, cf.
also E. Doger et alii, “Aigai”, in Ege Universitesi Arkeoloji Kazilari (eds. A. Gilingiroglu, Z. Mercangdz, G. Polat), 2012,
189.

4 For another occurrence of the spelling Mithrodates, instead of its common forms Mithra- or Mithri-, cf.
e.g. SEG 27, 250.

5 See Thucydides VIIL.79.2: oi 8¢ "ABnvaiol taig €k Tduov vavel o kal dydorikovta, al €tuxov év TAavkn
g MukdAng opuodoat (iéxet 8¢ dAfyov tavty 1y Tduog g Aneipov Tpdg v MukdAnv) (But the Athenians, with
the eighty-two ships whose base was at Samos and which happened then to be lying at Glauce on the promontory of Mycale
- where Samos is only a short distance from the mainland, in the direction of Mycale -...[Loeb transl.]); Der Kleine Pauly
2 (1967), p. 809, s.v. “Glauke” (5) and Barrington Atlas of the Greek and Roman World: Map-by-map Directory, p. 941



An Aeolic inscription from Aigai 23

“Il est certain que TAavknov est le résultat de I'érosion de TAavkniov qui ne peut étre que
I'ethnique de Aagévng (R. Hodot, Le dialecte éolien d’Asie [1990], p. 74 pour I’éolien; F. Bechtel, Die
griechischen Dialekte 111 [1924], p. 42 pour l'ionien). Le suffixe d’ethnique -niog pourrait, par des
non-ioniens, avoir été automatiquement créé sur le nom de la petite cité ionienne de TAaOkn
(Thuc. VIII 79). Mais la forme en -niog a pu aussi évoluer en -g10¢ et aboutir au TAavkiog chez
Stephanus®. Nous aurions donc affaire a deux traitements phonétiques: un traitement éolo-io-
nien -110¢ > -10G et un traitement pangrec -110g > -€10¢ pour un ethnique de la cité de TAavkn,
seule bien attestée.”

The ethnic TAavknog of our inscription calls our attention to some Ephesian inscriptions
where we find TAavknog’ employed as the name of a chiliastys, a subdivision of the phyle Euony-
moi at Ephesos®. This may reflect an earlier migration of Glaukeans to Ephesos or point to the
possibility that a formerly independent city Glauke later became a part of Ephesian territory.

Ozet

Aigai antik kentinin kuzeyindeki nekropolde 2015 yilinda yapilan kazilarda, 6.85 m. capindaki bir mezar anitinin
kalintilar: bulundu. “Diaphenes Anit1” olarak adlandirilan bu yapinin, en azindan iki basamakla ¢ikilan bir
platform (krepidoma) {izerinde yiikseldigi anlasilmaktadir. .0. 2. ya da 1. yiizyila tarihlene bu yapi, Miletos’da-
ki Aslanli Liman’nda yer alan ve Kii¢iik Anit diye bilinen yapi ile benzesmektedir. Diaphenes Mezar Anitr'nin
tabaninda, yan yana dizilmis 6 adet bos sanduka ve bir kiil muhafaza kab1 (urna) ortaya ¢ikmis olup, bu anitin ve
mezarlarin Bizans devrinde soyguncular tarafindan yagmalandig diistiniilmektedir.

Diaphenes Mezar Anitr’'nin duvarlarindan birinde dolgu malzemesi olarak tkullanilmis olan ve i¢biikey yon-
tulmus 6n yiiziinde Grekge bir yazit yer alan andezit blok, hi¢ kusku yok ki mezar anitinin duvarina monte
edilmisti. Mezar aniti ile ayni déneme (geg Hellenistik) tarihlenmesi miimkiin olan ve Aiol lehgesinde kaleme
alinan bu yazitin gevirisi séyledir:

Halk, Mithrodates oglu Glauke'li Diaphenes'i yiiksek nitelik ve erdem sahibi olmast ve halka gésterdigi iyi niyetten dolay:
(onurlandirdr).

Aigai Halkinin bu onurlandirma kararini Diaphenes’in 6liimiinden sonra (post mortem) almis olmasi biiyiik bir
olasiliktir. Mithrodates’in (= Mithradates ya da Mithridates) vatam olan ve adi yalnizca Thukydides ile Steph-
anos Byzantios tarafindan zikredilen Glauke adindaki Hellenistik yerlesim, Dilek Yarimadasinin en u¢ kisminda
ve Samos adasinin karsisinda yer alan kiiciik bir liman kentiydi. Baz1 Ephesos yazitlarindan anlasilmaktadir ki,
Ephesos’daki Euonymos kabilesinin (phyle) bir alt birimi (khiliastys) Glaukeos adini tasimaktaydi. Bu belki, Glauke
halkinin en azindan bir béliminiin bilmedigimiz bir devirde Ephesos’a géc ettigine ya da bir zamanlar bagimsiz
bir sehir-devlet olan Glauke’nin daha sonralari Ephesos’un arazisine katilmig olabilecegine isaret etmektedir.

Manisa Celal Bayar University Yusuf Sezgin
{zmir Hasan Malay

with Map 61. For a report on intensive research in the Mykale mountain and the localisation of “Glauke limen”
at Dipburnu see H. Lohmann, Ist. Mitt. 57, 2007, 591f.

6 Steph. Byz., s.v. TAavkia: moAixviov 'Twviag. T0 €é0vikov TAavkiedg kal FTAavkiotng. BéAtiov 8¢ TAalkiog
etc.

7 The Index volume (VIII, 2) of IvEphesos registers only the form I'Aavkeog referring to six instances. But in
reality four inscriptions in the corpus have TAavknog (nos. 906, 1006, 1578, 2950d) and one has TAadkeog (no.
1419), while no. 1462 is fragmentary.

8 On the derivation of some names of Ephesian chiliastyes from toponyms see U. Kunnert, Biirger unter sich.
Phylen in den Stddten des kaiserzeitlichen Ostens, 2012, 110.
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Fig. 2. The Aeolic inscription recording post mortem honours to Diaphenes



