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Aigai, one of the twelve Aiolian cities, was situated on the mountain of Gün within the
boundaries of the modern city of Manisa. According to ancient written sources, the settlement
was founded during the migration waves of the 11th c. BCE byAiolians arriving from mainland

from the last quarter of the 8th c. BCE. This study investigates the architecture of Aigai, and

inhabited until the middle of the 3rd c. AD, when the settlement was abandoned. Monumental

1

Topography

2

stmillenniumBCE

and Black Sea basins, they were mainly located on the coast with direct access to the sea or in

less costly than overland routes.3
4

polis), surrounding rural settlements in
its chora,5 and
(komai
YundMountains knownas theAspordene (Aspordenum)6

1

2

3 Hansen 2013, 260.
4 Frankenstein 1977, 13.
5 Hansen 2013, 259.
6 Strab. 13. 2. 6.
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According to ancient written sources,Aigai7 (Aegaeae,8Aegeatas,9Aegae,10Ægæ,11 the names on
the city’s coins areAigeaion,Aigaion, andAigeon12
waves to Asia Minor in the 11th
earliest foundation date of Aigai suggested by current research on the city’s material culture is
the end of the 8th

13 –
Aigai together with Temnos constitutes the easternmost border of the dodecapolis.14Aigai could

15 also chosen for otherAiolian

Pythikos/Titnaios 16

7

8 Hdt. 1. 149; Plin. nat. 5. 49.
9 Tac. ann. 2. 47.
10 Plut. them. 26. 1; Polyb. 33. 13.
11 Strab. 13. 3. 5.
12

13

before the 4th
Aegean coastal trade on their own, but rather dealt with eastern and southeastern trade routes (Winter 1971, 37–38;

14 Hansen – Nielsen 2004, 1034.
15

Hansen 2013, 263.
16 . 34 f.; Berlet 1912, 40; Schuchhardt 1912, 69. 105 f.
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17

th c. BCE
shows that the area where the bouleuterion, the agora, and theWest Stoa are located had already

17

›shotgun method see also Hansen 2006b.



Yusuf Sezgin –248

18

19

sanctuaries,20

21

wide; today 830 m of this wall can be followed.22

23

24

25 of the

Sounding on the southeast of the terrace of the Market Building revealed layers homogenously
th c. BCE.Additionally, a section of the terrace wall on the

26 and could date – according to

18 Polignac et al. 1995, 21.
19

studies in the area.
20 Polignac et al. 1995, 22.
21 Fabricus 1885, 272–274; Sezgin 2013, 96 footnote 3; Schalles 1985, 35 f.; Bringmann – Steuben 1995, 285 f.

22 f.
23

. The same name was later used by German researchers (Bohn – Schuchhardt

24

25 Hansen – Nielsen 2004, 136.

26

f.
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27

28 and the retaining wall carrying the
29

30 They subsequently turned into

of structures.31

32

33

34

th–early
7th

and connecting Elaea and Pergamon with Magnesia.35 The road is divided into two streets in

below the terrace of the Market Building and reaches the city on the east. A drainage system

36

27 f.; Winter 1971, 81; Frederiksen 2011, 65–68.
28 Burke et al. 2014, 252–254.
29Middleton 1888, 319.
30

31

– Schuchhardt
1889, 37
32 Pirson 2014, 216
33

34

35 Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 12.
36
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Hellenistic city reached a total area of at least 23 hectares during the second half of the 2nd c. BCE.

37 until
the Battle of Magnesia in 190 BCE.38

39

the same years.

talents to the cities he had damaged.40
bouleuterion, theMarket Building, the stoai of the agora, the theatre, the gymnasion, and the stoai

after the middle of the 2nd

41

42

43

37 9 f.
38

see also Bar – Kochva 2011, 163–173.
39

40 Polyb. 33. 13; Gillies 1809, 149 f.
41

42 For the diateichismata, see also Sokolicek 2009.
43 . 187
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44

45

46 Although

47

that the original masonry was altered to ensure the stability of the tower, which was a later,

irregular ashlar masonry48
49

50

44

th–4th

rd

the early 4th

the diateichisma in Aigai are dated to the 5th–4th c

45Asimilar masonry is known fromHalicarnassus andMyndus and is dated before the Hellenistic
1997, 20
46

1971, 136 f.
47

48

f.
is dated before the Hellenistic f. f

49

4th
and

50 Maher 2012, 469 th c. BCE and during the Hellenistic
; see Scranton 1941, 71. 77 f. 90. 98; Winter 1971, 81.
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51

52

53, Priene, Miletus,54 55

56

57

in Halicarnassus and Myndus.58

The east and west ends of the Hellenistic walls form the exterior defensive line on the southern

nd c. BCE walls at Pergamon. This defensive line is

masonry with headers and stretchers. Even though round towers are more costly and elaborate,

nd c. BCE.

Cyme and Myrina reaches the city indicate the existence of a monumental arched gate. The

51Martin 1956, 115
52Maher 2012, 466
53 Pirson 2014, 216
54 Kleiner 1968, 26
55Akarca 1998, 51
56 Scranton 1941, 99; Winter 1971, 81.
57 Conze 1913a, 203. 209; Conze 1913b, , 1 and 17, 2.
58McNicoll 1997, 19
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59

60

The other ancient road, which reached the city by crossing Kocaçay in the east of the city, must

yet been found. The road, however, is clearly marked by numerous graves in its vicinity.

Firstly, the monumental urban layout of Pergamon,61 in which all land facilities were used for

62

situated on a terrace rising above the theatre.63

64

nd c. BCE (reign

65 The inscribed architrave fragments indicate the

Bollaia, and to theDemos.66

The northern wall of the bouleuterion and the niche that housed statues on the same wall

read » « indicate that at least two of these statues were

59Akarca 1998, 142.
60Winter 1971, 216 f.
61 Martin 1956, 145 f.; Pedersen 2004, 409–412

62 . 278.
63 Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 35.
64Martin 1956, 135
65 For the
214–218; Sezgin 2013, 99–102; Sezgin – Aybek 2016, 20–28.
66 Sezgin – Aybek 2016, 21 f.
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67 The statue of Hestia Bollaia

68

nd c. BCE.69

rd and early 2nd c. BCEwas

the terminus post quem 70

The sounding of the orchestra of the bouleuterion led to the discovery of a bothros that was

second half of the 4th c. BCE. This building must belong to a smaller and earlier bouleuterion.71

belong, will be reconstructed as Seleukeon.72

73

67 bouleuterion, see Sezgin – Aybek 2016. For the signatures, see also Kansteiner

68

69

70 For the in situ rd – early 2nd

71 For the
72

73 Hansen 1971, 286.
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74

nd c. BCE.

Altar. This building, which is dated to the end of the 3rd c. BCE or even earlier, is wider and

for the Market Building in Aigai.75

to the Sanctuary of Athena in Pergamon.76

77

propylon connected to the rear wall of the north

wall of the north stoa is set. However a second threshold was discovered 7.60 m west of the

1886.78
3rd 79

80 However recent

74 f.; Sezgin 2013,

75

76

77 Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 37
78 Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 35.
79

Saviour near the Sanctuary of Athena (Malay f.
here at the beginning of the 3rd
lying 10

80 Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 36
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th

away fromAigai.81

long walls of the cella are 0.77 m wide, and the short walls are 0.71 m wide. The masonry of the

82A substructure grid, similar to those

83

84All these similarities suggest that some architectural trends of

Aigai through Pergamon.
nd c. BCE, monumental structures such as the

85

were erected on the wide terraces and sustaining walls, constructed southwest of the Sanctuary

81 Pedersen 2004, 422. For Mamurt Kale, see Conze – Schatzmann 1911.
82 For terminology suggestions regarding the masonry style, see also McNicoll 1997, 3. 86.
83

84 Pedersen 2004, 417–424
85 Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 41 f.
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Three thurides toskai
86

suggesting that the terrace wall might have originally been a defensive line built in the 4th–3rd

nd c. BCE.

Following the construction of a secondwall around the 2nd

of the gymnasion are in the 2nd c. BCE style.87

Pergamon. The Palaestra of the gymnasion is 1200 m2.

this technique can be seen on corners of the wall of the market building inAigai.88The technique
is also used atAlinda,89Halicarnassus,90 91 Pergamon,92

93 and Priene.94
which were seen in the 4th rd c. BCE.95Therefore it is thought

rd c. at the latest, and that the stoai
nd c. BCE. An

86Winter 1971, 174
87

88

89 see Konecny –

90 Pedersen 2010, 311.
91 Pimoguet – Pedarros 2000, 484–486
92

428
93Winter 1971, 180
94 .
95
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dry rubble masonry, known as logaden
The theatre, which is built in the basin west of the Sanctuary of Athena, is sheltered from the
northern winds. The analemma, where the vomitorium rests on the south, was built at the
beginning of the 2nd

of 17AD, a vomitorium was added on the southwest of the analemma. The vomitorium, which
cavea

diazoma due to lack ofmedia cavea.
scaenae frons is 5.80

used in the construction, the vomitorium, and the analemma indicate a renovation after the
earthquake of 17 AD.96

wall of the Bouleuterion.
nd–3rd c. AD. The gate was closed

A f to
the north is connected to the gate through a door.

of nd–3rd c. AD
97

in the construction of the vaults.98

tracke the
thc.AD.The

subsequently and the door on the
north wall was though t
damaged, a 7.50 m 99

south of the northern baths. This area, where 28 rooms and six cisterns have been unearthed so
far, was abandoned in the third quarter of the 3rd c. AD.100

96 For detailed information about the theatre, see also Bohn – Schuchhardt 1889, 39–41 . 45–48.
97 Gürbüzer 2015, 99 f.
98 st c. BCE. The

f 17 AD (Özer 2012, 477
99

100



New Research on the Architecture and Urbanism of Aigai (Aiolis) 259

101 stonemortarium fragments,102 segmentedmill fragments
103

the pithoi unearthed in the latrina and some other rooms, it is believed that the area might have

rd

104

geisipodes

105

by the Herulii106
Aigai, who abandoned their city in the third quarter of the 3rd

107

108 would be likely but needs

was extensively renovated, as in Assos,109 or may even have been rebuilt in Hellenistic times.

f. P. Licinius Egnatius Gallienus
wearing a radiate crown, indicating the years 260–268 AD, when Gallienus reigned alone (Klawans 1959, 81
101Moritz 1958, 46; Frankel 2003, 2.
102

103 Peacock 2013, 156
104 the

. However the amount ofmurex found is inadequate for a
105 Sezgin 2012, 89.
106 Steinacher 2010, 322.
107 The settlement in Aigai resumed in the late 12th c. AD after its abandonment in the third quarter of the 3rd c.

council lists which contain historical data of the Middle Ages. The name of the city is found on the Council of

;
– a Byzantine coin treasure found near the Bouleuterion,

see Sezgin – Önder 2013.
108 See Saner – Külek
109
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th

c. BCE, and then in the 2nd

110

round towers on the enlargement of the city walls, in both cases dated to the 2nd c. BCE.

ADerg 19, 2014, 209–219

Bringmann – Steuben 1995 K. Bringmann – H. Steuben, Schenkungen hellenistischer Herrscher an
griechische Stadte und Heiligtumer.

Burke et al. 2014 B. Burke – B. Burns –A. Charami, The PolygonalWall at Ancient Eleon

110
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Coulton 1976 J. J. Coulton, TheArchitectur

29–1, 2008, 207–232

272–274

Distribution, AJA 107,1, 2003, 1–21

History of the GreekKingdoms inAsia andAfrica, fromTheir Foundation
toTheir Destruction; with a Preliminary Survey ofAlexander’s Conquests,
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Architektur, Bauforschungskolloquium in Berlin vom 16. bis 18. Juni

2014
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409–434

1881, 271–308
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(Austin
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81–95

Greece and the Countries of the Near East in the Eighth and Seventh
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Fig. 1

Pl. 52, 1 ;
Pl. 52, 2 The round Tower No. T7

Sanctuary of Athena
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